
6-Week of Peoples Action against Coal and For Climate Justice 



Demanding End of Coal Power Plants, Coal Mining and Coal Import 

August 20-October 2, 2019 

Background: Human have always changed nature. Capitalism, the system we live today, is relatively 

new. In only selves as well as the planet. But capitalism also represents an enormous growth in the 

productive forces and hence our ability to transform nature now threatens global ecological and 

environmental system.  

Introduction:  

Pakistan Fisherfolk forum (PFF) has plans different weeks of action for climate justice. 

Strategically the PFF forms steering committees on provincial level and climate justice forum 

would forms that comprise on expert members from civil society, political parties, media and 

relevant stake holders from ministry of food, fisheries, agriculture, livestock, Revenue, Social 

welfare, PDMA, Planning and development department, EPA and health department and other. 

These committees and forums become instrumental in discussing the climate change and other 

environmental issues. In addition to this, the PFF carries out various public actions to projects 

and ventures (coal-fired power generation) that pose threat to environment.  

Coal is a dirty energy, its demand and use is expanding in Pakistan. The major factor behind this 

shift to coal include; Pakistan’s increasing demand for energy especially for electricity, its 

narrative of using coal as cheapest source for energy generation and availability of local coal 

resources in Tharparker, part of early harvest projects of China-Pakistan Economic Corridor 

(CPEC) involving investments of approximately US$ 13.520 billion for numerous joint energy 

ventures for coal mining and power generation. Pakistan has a potential of more than 300,000 

MW of wind energy. However, the present electricity generation from wind resources does not 

exceed 500 MW including large potential of solar energy.PFF took out a big Sindh people 

caravan under the theme of the Ending the killing coal.  

Mobilization phase : 

In order to make caravan successful and 

meaningful, PFF initiated mobilization and 

awareness raising first phase started from 20 

Auguest and will continue till September 

19,2019. This month long phase included 

sensitization and political education with 

regards to the need of a socially organized 

movement for the strong resistance against the 

use of coal. around 6000 people from fishing 



communities, coal affectees, leaders, academia, media and other were sensitized throughout 

the Sindh province. The people were motivated to participate in the caravan and highlight the 

issues and raise the public's demands to stop coal in Sindh. 

PFF conducted many novel activities under the phase I. It aimed to educate and sensitize the public and 

other stakeholders about the social, environmental and cultural impacts of the Coal-fired power plants, 

imported coal and coal mining. PFF  believes that it is very important to mobilize regarding the issues 

and demands of the caravan that would be  highlighted and demanded  through the 10 days long 

struggle of the caravan action. Most of these coal projects are settled in the coastal belt and in 

Tharparkar and these are the places belongs to the indigenous communities.  

Mobilization took place into different districts of the sindh including Karachi, Thtta, Badin, Sujawal, 

Mithi, Umerkot, Sanghar and Hyderabad. 

Activities: 

28 Community Mobilization Meetings were conducted with Fisherfolk, peasants and Thari 
communities in Karachi.  
Communities’ letters send to the CM 
Lobbying meeting with parliamentarian  
10 awareness session were conducted with the Academia 
2 sessions were conducted with the PFF's Governing body  
7 Awareness Raising Sessions were conducted with Civil Society  
6 Awareness Raising Sessions were conducted with Media  
 

SINDH PEOPLES CARAVAN-THE CAMPAIGN PHASE: 

Overall Objective: 

Demand end of coal import, mining and coal power generation in Pakistan 

Specific Objectives of Sindh Peoples Caravan included: 
- Formation and of renewable energy policy in Sindh 

- Implementation of renewable energy policy in letter and spirit of the law 

- Highlight the social and environmental issues resulting from coal import, coal mining and 

coal power generation in Tharparkar and coastal areas 

- Organize and mobilize all concerned stakeholders especially the fishing, pastoralist of Thar 

and peasant communities affected due to coal import, mining and coal power generation 

- To explore the factors damaging health, life, environment and livlihoods of fishing and 
peasants communites affected by coal mining, coal import and coal power plants.  



2-week caravan in Action:  

Participants: 100 participants including 

nearly 50% females participated in the 

caravan. The participants from fishing and 

peasant communities belonged to various 

districts of Sindh. The participants included 

young and the old alike.  

 

Sindh Peoples Caravan Day One  

Launching Ceremony: 

The Sindh people caravan formally started with 
the launching ceremony held on the 26th 
September, 2019 in the form of the rally. It was 
participated by the more than 1000 
communities including locals, fisherfolk, 
peasants, youth and activists.  

Leading the caravan, PFF’s chairperson 
Muhammad Ali Shah highlighted the social, 
environmental devastating impacts of the coal 
transport, coal mining and coal-fired power 
plants. The unique initiative in the shape of the 

caravan was launched to mobilize at the time 
when country, especially Sindh is 
experiencing social, political and economic 
crises. 

The ceremony retreated the demand the 
stopping mega Thar-projects and port bin 
Qasim projects. Previous project should be 
monitored according to the International 
standards. The participants and speakers of 
the launching ceremony believed that fishing 

and peasant communities have the courage to lead a social movement in the shape of various 
public actions to protect the environment and indigenous rights.  

Groups of Caravan Participants:  



At the end of the launching ceremony of Sindh Peoples Caravan, the participants were 
organized into groups with equal participation of males and females. The groups were oriented 
about the proceedings of the Caravan by Muhammed Ali Shah who led the action from the 
front. Team leaders from among the groups were also selected so that discipline throughout 
the movement could well be ensured.  

Sindh Peoples Caravan Day Two 

Day two started with the brief meeting of the 

caravan’s participants and set the norms for the 

caravan. Caravans participants held different activities 

in the main areas to sensitized the peoples regarding 

the coal impacts and livelihood issues caused by the 

corporations.  

Chasma 

goth: 

Participants walked in the chasma village. 

Razakabad: Welcoming the caravan with the rally. The 

Caravan was warmly received by hundreds of local 

residents with flowers and garlands of roses at the 

entrance of Razakabad. 

Gharo, Makli, Thatta: Thatta is an ancient city of the 

Indus delta. Now 2.4 million acres of the Indus delta 

invaded by the sea. PFF raised the issues of the sea intrusion during the campaign and also coal impacts.    

Sindh Peoples Caravan Day Three 

Sujawal Town: The hosts of  accompanied 

the Caravan to the Press Club Sujawal in 

rally. Media briefings and speeches were 

held at the Press Club. Afterwards, the 

Caravan left for next planned destination. 

Sujawal, Choohar Jamali: The procession 

then gathered at crossroad for speeches. 

Leaders of the PFF body district Sujawal 

and others accompanying the Caravan 

spoke on the occasion. Muhammed Ali 



Shah, who led the Caravan thanked them 

for warm welcome and reminded them of 

the struggle that they were carrying out. 

Golarchi, district Badin: The Sindh 

Peoples Caravan arrived at Golarchi, one 

of the small towns and markets of district 

Badin. Hundreds of women, men and 

children held banners, flowers and 

garlands as a token of appreciation for 

the social activists who pledged to raise 

voice for indigenous rights. 

Arrival at Badin: Badin has been one of major districts of the struggle of the PFF. The district 

has a history of a struggle of rights against the commercial and State forces. A large number of 

women, men and children received 

Sindh Peoples Caravan are it entered 

the city’s premises. fishing communities 

and the rest of citizens facilitated the 

rally within the center of the city.  

Press Briefings: Having gotten a 

pleasant reception from the locals of 

Badin, the Caravan reached at the Badin 

Press Club where the journalists from 

various local and mainstream media 

channels and newspapers welcomed the 

leaders and workers of the struggle. The media was briefed as regards the aims and objectives 

of the Caravan through public speeches and interviews.  

Night Stay: The Caravan stayed in Badin after a full day of rallies and speeches highlighting the 

struggle against coal. 

Sindh Peoples Caravan Day four  



Rally in village Nindo: Initial meeting with the 

Caravan participants was held in the morning on 

day four of the Caravan. Afterwards, a people’s 

march was carried on the dusty rural tracks of 

village Nindo so that the villagers could have an 

idea of the impacts of the coal because most of the 

people of the country are not aware the issues and 

alternatives of the generating electricity. The rally 

in the village was attended by the villagers well. 

Day rest in Shadi large, village: In Shadi large 

village, communities warmly welcomed. PFF has 

strong unit in this village because PFF succeed to abolish the contract on their water. Now, they 

are free to go for fishing and rehabilitate their livelihood.  

Reached at Islam Kot press club: Caravan reached in the city of Islam kot, Tharparker. impacted 

communities of the Tharparker joined the rally and spoke about the issues they are facing due 

to the coal related activities. they said that companies have disposing waste water from the 

coal mining at Gorano dam. The people of gorano get  their livelihood through farming and 

livestoke and they are culturally and emotionally attached with the land. PFF find that there 

issues are purely Human rights issues.  

Night stayed with the people of Gorano. 

Sindh Peoples Caravan Day five 

Thari-women joined Caravan: Day Five started with the new energy Thari-women joined 

Caravan even they are not alloud to go out from home. they bravely shared the issues related 

to the land, water and food. they said these corporate ruined out right to live.   



Umarkot press club: In front of umarkot press 

club, PFF leaders raised the demand of the 

campaign and said we will not stop our 

campaign until Government will not take steps  to 

stop using coal and destroying Human Rights.  

Cottiyarioon: Reception of district Sanghar:  

After finishing off with a successful campaign in 

district Umer Kot, the Sindh Peoples Caravan 

reached at chottiyariyoo, one of the small 

villages of district Sanghar. The Caravan activists 

got a pleasant reception from the villagers and 

left for the next destination of the district.   

Night stayed at the Bakkar Lake: Cultural 

musical program and meeting with the local 

communities. 

Sindh Peoples Caravan Day Six 

 

Bakkar Lake to Sanghar City:  

Bakhoro, Sanghar: Carrying banner of welcome for 

Sindh Peoples Caravan, the local residents of 

bakhoro in district Sanghar met with the 

participants of the Caravan. 

Sanghar City: After warmly receiving the caravan, 

a large number of peasant’s fishermen and 

women took out a rally in Sanghar demanding of 



the government to stop using coal to genrate electricity and coal mining. The rally covered a 

distance of more than 5 kilometers raised voice against the State’s. Marching along with 100 

people caravan were journalists, civil society members, local folk singers and others. Crossing 

major streets and cross-roads of Sanghar city, the rally reached at the Sanghar press club where 

the activists from among the caravan participants spoke to the locals. The organizational, 

associate members and the Chairman, PFF spoke at the press club and reiterated the demands 

of Sindh Peoples Caravan 2019.  

Jamshoro Night: After a hectic and heated day, the Peoples Caravan stayed in Sanghar city 

where accommodation and dinner was arranged 

Sindh Peoples Caravan Day seven 

Grand rally Hyderabad: It is a day to unite and undertake joint action to demonstrate that the 

threats facing humanilty, land, rivers, wetlands and oceans are not merely local but global in 

scope. The day also represents a call for improvement in the policies and practices of decision 

makers to ensure that deadly projects, in all its forms (Coal mining, local transportation, Import 

and coal-fired power plant) is used to support life and human dignity. The day was the 

culmination of Sindh Peoples Caravan that was started on September 26 and concluded on 

October 2 after turning into a big rally.  

Carrying PFF flags, placards and banners inscribed with slogans, the rally was instigated from 

Shahbaz Building that marched alongside different locations and ended at Press Club. It was 

participated by 5000 people including civil society activists, government officials, academia, 

media personnel, women and children hailing from different villages, towns and cities of the 

Sindh. 
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