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The energy sector of Pakistan has always been under scrutiny of the media
and a matter of interest for many. Similar to our preceding issue, this bi-
monthly media monitor of the Rural Development Policy Institute
evaluates the dominant media trends in the energy sector of Pakistan and
gauges which part of the energy sector received the most media coverage.
For this issue, we covered eight English newspapers of Pakistan and added
an additional sector of Energy and Finance to our consistent list of
categories for analyses. 

In the months of December and January came the peak of the winter
season, bringing along a gas crisis across Pakistan, and so, the gas sector
was one of the most covered topics by the print media over the course of
the two months. Upon analyzing a total of 166 news articles, we can
establish that the media gave the most of its coverage to the gas sector,
from topics ranging from the country facing the shortage of gas to the
RLNG supply, LNG tenders and approval of licenses and gas circular debt
rising to Rs350 billion. 

Among other sectors, the next is energy and finance, which was given 28%
of the total coverage. Rising tariffs for power and petroleum products, the
increasing circular debt, delayed clearance of dues by the K-Electric and
possible acquisition of the power utility in coming months by a Chinese
company, made up most of the news. 

Energy sector

UK reaffirms support to
promote renewable
energy initiatives in
Pakistan

Circular debt soars to
Rs2.3 trillion

60pc of Pakistan's
energy will be 'clean' by
2030: PM Imran

Water quality report
on Thar coal power
projects approved  

Compensation plan for
Thar residents
‘CPEC to be turned into
model green belt
initiative’
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The graph below depicts the key actors in the energy sector i.e. the government, regulators, private developers,
consumers and the victims of the energy policies. As the graph below shows, during this period the government was
discussed a great deal in opinion pieces and news articles and received 31% of the total coverage. Most of the
government-related news revolved around its policies, measures and steps regarding the gas crisis, the rising circular
debt and moving towards green energy. Experts in many op-eds continued to urge the government to shift the country
towards renewable energy, while countries including China and UK encouraged and extended its support to the
government to take up favourable policies for producing green energy.    

The media also gave an extensive
24% coverage to consumer-
related news. Most of the news
related to this category was
based on the rising power tariffs
by the NEPRA and the woes of
the consumers resulting from
this increase in the price of
electricity. Similarly, private
developers also took up 24% of
the space in media coverage,
with IPPs getting the most
attention. Six additional IPPs
agreeing to sign MoUs with the
government was one of the
highlights in this category, as
well as both the parties reaching
a consensus to decrease power
tariff. 

Coal sector news mainly revolved around the mining accidents that took place in December in the Dukki and Kachhi
districts of Balochistan, the expected signing of power purchase and implementation agreement for a 300MW coal-fired
power plant as part of the Gwadar projects and the launch of Peoples Tribunal by the Pakistan Fisher Folk Forum. The
Sindh government also conducted a meeting on water supply scheme for Thar coal power projects with the
representatives of power companies working in Tharparkar, and assured them about the earliest possible resolution of
their issues and barriers. On the other hand, wind (1%), solar (2%) and hydro (3%) sectors received little to nearly no
news coverage. 

Key actors in energy sector

Meanwhile, the renewable energy and
coal sector received decent media
coverage of 13% and 12%, respectively.
One of the major highlights of the
renewable energy sector was Pakistan
and China mutually agreeing to turn
China-Pakistan Economic Corridor
(CPEC) into a model green belt and road
initiative to protect and preserve the
natural environment in the region.

Along with this, Prime Minister Imran
Khan also stated that Pakistan will
produce 60% clean energy by 2030,
scrap its coal-based projects and run
30% vehicles on electricity. 

Meanwhile, the victims of energy policies were reported by the media the least, as compared to the above mentioned
categories. With only 4% of coverage, the news revolved around the compensation plan announced by the Sindh
government for 506 households in Thar, along with mining accidents and protests against mining firms.  


