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The energy sector of Pakistan saw two major news updates over the last two months. China finally
announced the much-awaited decision to stop financing coal power projects overseas – a decision
vehemently welcomed by clean energy activists around the world including Pakistan. However, on the
other hand, Pakistan’s Cabinet Committee on Energy approved the controversial Indicative Generation
Capacity Expansion Plan (IGCEP) 2021-30 amid criticism and pressure to meet its loan obligations
towards World Bank.
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An analysis of the news reports revealed various op-eds which termed the IGCEP plan ‘flawed’ for

capacity
directing
Pakistan's energy future towards expensive fossil fuels and hydro power projects instead of
renewable
energyplan
projects addition. Although the media is gradually giving more coverage to the
expansion

growing discussion around phasing out coal and introducing clean energy projects, there is certainly a
need for the media to further increase its focus on the two crucial matters. The growing circular debt
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circular
debt of media. In September, a media report quoting the country’s energy ministry,
revealed that the energy sector’s circular debt has soared to Rs2.28trn. The government has been
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feeling the heat of the rising circular debt, with the matter being under continuous scrutiny of the
media and other various parties, such as the World Bank, International Monetary Fund and the
members
of the opposition.
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Coal-related news developments surpassed news coverage given to renewable energy including solar and
wind.
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(Matiari-Lahore

transmission line) started its commercial operations, whereas Sindh government announced that the
Rs10bn worth project, which will supply water to different Independent Power Producers (IPPs) working
at Thar Coal Power Plants, will be soon completed.
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$397mn
have been
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the World Bank
as a budgetary
support loan for
Pakistan to
finance schemes
on clean energy.
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For this issue, we analyzed over 200 media reports published in six daily newspapers and
news websites of Pakistan namely Dawn, Business Recorder, Express Tribune, Pakistan
Today, Geo News and Samaa Digital.

