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Things continue to look bleak for Pakistan’s energy sector, with no positive change in sight.
Similar to the past, the media reports once again focused on the constant troubles of the energy
sector – from circular debt to the prevailing gas crises in the country. There was also much talk in
the media around coal – courtesy of the Glasgow Climate Change Conference, commonly
referred to as COP26, in which Pakistan took part.
Pakistan has seen an early onset of gas crises this year, even before the winter season began.
Media reports over the past two months show that the government is scrambling to come up with
a plan to ensure gas supply to domestic consumers and industries. The entire situation remains so
critical that the government bought costliest LNG cargo after issuing tenders for two emergency
cargoes of LNG to prevent further gas crisis. The rising circular debt of power sector in general
has always been a point of discussion in the media. This time around there was comparatively
more discussion by the media on circular debt in the gas sector as compared to previous months.

Energy Sector

According to media reports, the government even introduced a ‘winter power incentive package’
for consumers in a bid to discourage the classic reliance on gas usage in cold season and instead
promote electricity consumption. Although there were a decent number of consumer-related
media reports, a quick analysis showed that almost none carried any significantly positive news
for the consumers as almost all news stories were related to power hikes similar to previous
months.
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For this issue, we analyzed 208 media reports published in six daily newspapers and news
websites of Pakistan namely Dawn, Business Recorder, Express Tribune, Pakistan Today,
Geo News and Samaa Digital.
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